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Map of Kinabalu National Park.

Detailed Map of the western part of Kinabalu National Park.
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Introduction

This year | made a thregeek trip with Sander Lagerveld to Sabah, Borneo. | visited Borneo already in 2016, but
| did not visit the Crocker Range, Mount Kinabalu or the Kinabatangan Rivgrimportantly, | saw this as my

last chance in life to search for Giant Pitta. Sander had ne¢éed Borneq but had visited all other Sunda
Islands, so every endemic would be a new species for\Wientried to visit all places where Giant Pitta had been
seen in the padfive years In November 2024 a male Giant Pitta visited a hide in the Kinabatangan area, but was
veryelusiveand disappearedor long periods.

Itinerary (endemic birds are idark red

21 Feb Wegathered onSchipholat 18:00 hours, Sander brought by his fanfiizra, Mats and Sepphe by
Marieke.Wetook the KL808 a20:30 fromAmsterdamto Kuala LumpurPlane departed in time

22 Feb  After an 11 hours flight we landed dfuala Lumpur International Airporat 15:45. We get money
from a ATM and bought a Sibérd for three weeks to have internet the whole period. At 18:55 we
took the KL408MH2638flight to Kota Kinabalu We arrived at 21:30 hours and quickly we passed
immigration and collected our luggage and went straight to the car rental to pick up our véicle
PeroduaBezza 1.3 for 2428 MYR for 11 datBorneo Express. We nayiessed our way to the hotel
(Borneo Inn88 MYRand at 23:00 hours we went to sleep.

23Feb  Wewoke upat 5:00hoursand instead of going to the park where the Sunda Frogmouth resides, we
went looking for a shop touy food (carrotsand beer mostly). Then we drove to ti@&unung Alab
Substationin the Crocker Rangand started to look for the hide which was supposed to be ¢ 100
meters west of thesubstation but it slope was too steep to have a hide at all. By accident we found
the hide, which is situatedastof the substation(5.829119, 116.34278We immediately saw three
Crimsonheaded Partridges, but they did not come back. We birded the entrance wbemle best
birds were Aberrant Bush WarbleBornean BulbylBlackcapped Whiteeye and Chestnutcrested
Yuhina We hadunchat the Gunung Alab Mtel and could observe and photograph the Plutoed
Swiftlet colony, in the past mistaken for Bornean Swifflet.our geat dismay, we found out the t&n
of our car was nearly empi{yhe rental company had not filled it upo we had to drive tdambunan
first to get some gasolineThe tank must have been empty, but we made it to the gas stathm.
decided tospent the rest of the day birding at tHeafflesia Visitor Centerwhich has a nice trail of 1
Km long, ending at a spot with Rafflesiigndatory isa guide, but that did not obstruct our birding
ambitions. Best birds wereBornean Whistler, Rebreasted PartridgeChestnutcrested Yuhina
Cinereous Bulbul, Sunda OwlIBtown, Bornean and Goldermaped BarbetsBlackand-crimson Oriole
andBornean LeafbirdWe spent considerable time to get a pairfotiithuntersinto view and finally
we had some short views of this secretive thruShur guide told us she had seen it here at this place
in the morning. A group of Wreathed Hornbills wasir last interesting sighting. Our matiarget, the
Crocker Jungle Flycatcheid not show upFinally we drove tdambunanand checkedn inour hotel
(OIO 7 Tambunan Lodg®75 MYR for two nights). Wead dinner in the village dfambunanand went
to sleep at around 21:00 hours.

24Feb  We left the hotel at 5:30 hour® be on time(6:00 hours) at the Kim Kuan Lee birtide at Trus Madi
This is a beautiful hide, where coffee and tea is served, running water, toilet and a library with field
guides.The costs are 550 MYR eadhe first birds were Crested Partridgggnan BulbulChestnut
hooded Laughingthrush ¢ S Y Y A y O,|D&yak Junllé FytaiN&hite-crowned Shara, Grey
throated Babbler Rufouschested Flycatcheand Siberian Blue Robi®ur main target. dzf ¢ S NXQ &
Pheasanturned upalready at 7:0thours, but only a female turned up heard aBornean Banded
Pitta, but it did not show upWe met Mak Sutton again and they told us there was another raahel
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25Feb

26 Feb

Al aSSYSR (KS . dzocc&idlicomek eie todWe Stay&d invide hidtill 12:00

and decided to go tRafflesiaVisitor Centreagainto look for Fruithunter and Crocker Jungle
FlycatcherWe walked the trail again, but found less birds than the day before. Best birds were Sunda
Owlet, Arctic WarbleiWhite-throated and Spotted FantaBornean WhistlerSunda ScimitaBabbler,
White-browed Shrikebabblerand finally a group of 12 Crested Partridges. The fhwiters did not

show up, but our mandatory guide (another than the day before) had setattvery morning! We

left the area at 18:00 hours and drove back to our hotel. We had dinriearimbunanand went to bed

at 21:00 hours

At 5:25 hours already wdrove in the dark to theMahua Waterfall also in the Crocker Range and
supposedly a good place for Crocker Jungle Flycatcher. The reserve was closed and would open at 8:00
hours, so we passed the gate and started birdittgained a lothoweverand that obstructedour
birding n a bad way. We saw otirst Bornean Whisthg Thrushand BorneanForktail Other birds
were a pair ofDayak Jungle Flycatclseiongtailed Broadbill, Ashy DrongoGrey Wagtail, Grey
throated BabblerPenan BulbulBornean Whistler, Mountaiand Goldennaped Barbetbut no sign

of the Crocker Jungle Flycatch&e had lunch at noon at a restaurant close to the entraacd at
around 1330 hours wedrove toKinabalu NPWe reachedundasangwo hours later and checked

in in our hotel Nabulu KundasandMYR 640 for four nightshfter refreshingourselveswe drove to

the Kinabalu NP angent first to theHeadquartersto obtain a birding permitWe were just in time

as the person responsible was still in the @f{they close at 17:00 houiVe checkdthe Plumetoed
Swifts at theVisitor Centerand rext we drove to theiau Gap Vievand eventually to th&impohon
Gate There was hardly any bird activity with best birds beBajdennapedBarbet,Mountain Barbet
and Bornean Whistling ThruskVhen it was too dark to do any birding we decided to have dinner at
the excellentLiwaguRestaurantin the park.We left at 20:00 hours an decided to check if there was
any frogmouth present at the nearlfyairy Garden LodgeNothing appearedso we decided to go
back to the hotel At around 22:00 we went to sleep.

We woke upat 5:00 hours and wento the Kinabalu NP We parked the car at the checkpoint and
went up toPower Station roadJust after sunrise we fouralreadyan9 @S NB (i (i @& (i & KNI RS N &
Thermal camera feeding in the grass along the rjped past the entrance of the Mempening Trail.
Other birds wereEyebrowed Jungle FlycatcheVerditer Flycatcher, a family group sk Sunda
Laughingthrushes, Mugimaki Flycatcher, Dark H&wkkoo, Cinerous Bulblprnean Treepigelittle
Pied Flycatcher and a group of fdeedbreasted PartridgesTired of walking and the continuous rain
we managed to stop a car and the very friendly driver brought us back talleek point At the
checkpoint they noticed thahe license plate obur car was not on the permit and they advisedtas
have that added to the permit. We drove back to theadquartersand in ten minutes the car was on
the permit too, so we could drive along the Power Station Raldhe way to the Timpohon Gate
legally. We checked th8ilauSilau trailfirst, but the trail was too flooded to walk properly, so we
decided to have lunch first at thewagu Restauranagain.Next we visited théMempening Trailand
quickly we found thredlountainWren-Babblers seenat close rangeOther birds here wer€hestnut
crowned Warbleand White-throated Fantail We continuedon the Kiau View Trailvhere we found
Greychinned Minivet,Bornean LeafbirdBornean Stubtai(heardonly) and to our great reliefthe
group of sixBareheaded Laughingthrushedext we went to theKiau Gap Viewwhere we saw a
possibleBornean Swiftleta pair of Blacksided FlowerpeckersHume's Whiteeye andBornean
Leafbird We walked 100 meters north and we found a group of this@anean GreeiMagpies
another scarce endemiginally we decide to do some birding at tAgana Holiday Resorand the
Kinabalu Mountain Lodgél 2 G NE G2 &aSS 2 KAbilt®&rin pre@eated{ahypidgemMNK dzy G S N
birding, so we decided to drive back dor hotel inKundasangThere we had a good dinner and at
around 21:00 hours we went to sleep.
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27 Feb Early morningat 6:40 hourswe started towalk a few hundred meters past theheckpoint hoping to
see Bornean Stubtail ariBlorneanShortwing, but both did not turn upso we decided to drive to the
Kiau Gap ViewA single Giant Swiftletpassedby, but no other birds of interesappeared, so we
decided to walk north. A® @S NB ( (i @as fodnd Agaid With the thermal camenanhile it was
feeding in the grass of the road side. Two French birders were just too late to get a view, but they
found a2 KA 1 SK S| Rof the athieBidleof/the roadVe drove to theTimpohon Gateand we
waited a while there to try for the Mountain SerpeBagle. We saw several swiftlets ambst
probablyone swift wasa BornearSwiftlet. We met Mak SuttorQ &  Ja@ndmhd they explained us
- 322R f20F0A2y T 2Nt wetebide§ t GoltoRM@@w poiNtBdutRviest bf the
gate. We quickly found twdviountain Blackeyeplusan Aberrant Bush Warbléhat came skulking in
inspecting the tape of Friendly Bush WarbMthen walking back to the car, Masutton $iowed us
a pair ofPalefaced Bulbulaind | was able to flushaallingDark HawkCuckooout of its tree. We drove
to the Headquarter areahad an improvised luncland walked to theMempening Trail where we
spent several hoursBest birds here were K A (i S K S I R\Wraathéd\HBrab#l#yebrowed Jungle
Flycatcher Sunda Owleand Bornean WhistlerWe continuedwalkingto the Power Station Road
where we saw more KA i S K S| R (aad heafdBa BEngan ShortwingAt the Rajah and
Nepentheslodges around thecheckpointg S t 221 SR FT2NJ 2 KAGSKSIFRQ& { LIAF
appeared. Best birds here weret SYYA Yy O1 Q& { d#ffreatedVBodpéckes AnpigoNJ
Flycatchemand Yellowbreasted WarblerWe drove back to our hotel, did some shoppihgd dinner
at the hotel and went to sleep at 21:00 hours.

28 Feb  This was our last day in thénabalu Parkso tension wakigh to find the remaining endemic species.
We started behind theRajah LodgeF 2 NJ 2 KA (1 SKS I RQaWwyLIASRS NIK dA16 ISIME B N2
Chestnuthooded Laughingthrushesasseen, aswas a family oBunda Laughingthruskand aHair
crested DrongoNext we birdedehindthe checkpoint along th€®ower Station Roa@nd quicklywe
sawBornean ShortwingndBornean StubtaiWe walked till the northerrentrance ofthe SilauSilau
Trailand walked back along this trail. Best birds hesgeBornean Forktail, Bornean Whistling Thrush
2 KA G SKSI| RapdiPenarNBUIHUAWE continuedto the Mempening Trailfor a final ty for the
2 KA GSKSLH R QAfter arNd®ur searéhfwe found a pamost probably the same pair as MNar
{dzi G2y Q& Da@aNSryhdpd wikhlthé result we decided to concentrate all our efforts
find2 KAGSKSI RQa { LaktReButEnial GBdedwhich AdiNdal produce anything of
interest, then theparking areabehind the entrancewhichonly produced a sighting déolderrnaped
Barbetfor me. Around 15:00 hours we left the park and drove to thearby Kinabalu Mountain
Lodge There we had a good overview over a vall®th sitting on folded chairs left at the view point.
Best birds wereMountain Tailorbird, Ashy Drong@rnate Sunbird Little CuckoeDoveand Grey
chinned Minivet.Suddenly at 16:15 hourswe heard the sound we were looking fep long a
2 KAGSKSIF RQA&! Thebiidl fletw bhvErdpgréh&d\ahd showed itself for a few minutes, just long
enough to see it through the telescope afa making decent pictures. Cheers resonated over the
valleyto great surprise of the present cat and two woni&le returned to the hotel again, had dinner
at the restaurant, made the hotel employee make a reservation for us in the Crystal Hotel at Telupid
for the next evening and went to bed.

1 Mar At 5:00 we drove away from the hotel tdesilou, where we had tgick up the guide foBwine Hilla
small mountairand currently the best plac® seeFriendly Bush Warblaver since thérail between
the Timpohon Gate and the hanRata Hotel is only accessilh aclimbersLJr O71 F 3S O2ad Ay 3 ¢
Wearrivedat 5:25 at theMeragang Hill Registration Centehad to fill in some forms and pay the fee
(640MYR for the permitgransport,guide and mealso 320 each Westepped in a very large pigakp
truck which droveon the 8 Kmdirt road to the base oBwine Hill It took ca 30 minutealong a very
bumpy road to reach the nearest pointhere we had to climb betweeallyfields to the buffer zone
From there the path starts to the top of the hill, but the first 100 meters of the trail were supposedly
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the best.Encroachment was severe here and the locations on Ebikthoh Muzikand Daniel Field
have been transferred to dly fields We stopped at the location afavier Cotin and our guide told us
we had reached the hotspotlountain BlackeyeMountain Leaf WarbleaindMountain Wrenrbabbler
were quickly found andt 7:30 hourswve heard aFriendly Bush Warblesinging, but we could not get

it into view. After an hour we decided to spread our chances: Sander would climb to higher altitudes
| would stay at the same elevation as where we wéngalked in the direction of the observation of
Joachim Bertrandand suddenlyn the corner of my eyésawr o NR gy O0ANR NBALRYRAY 3
a Friendly Bush Warbletess thard feet away! | took some pictures with my Samsung phae

500 mm tele lens could not focus this clo3&e bird disappeared after two minutes, but during the
next houras a brown mous# crossed the trail twice before my fedtsignalledSandemwho had three
singing birds, with one bird seemwo feet away! Sander sawalso Bornean Shortwing, Pafaced
Bulbul Aberrant Bush Warbleandtwo other Mountain BlackeyesAt 11:10 we decided to descend
again and at 11:30 we reached the céfe had to undergo another bumpy ride, but were able to add
Eastern Yellow Wagtallongtailed Shrike and Barn Swallow to the trip IMte were back aMesilau

just after noon. We said goodbye to owide and driverand had lunch ina nearbyrestaurant (the
included meal was nevdranded out). Afterthe lunch we went to theH Benjamin Rddence (20
minutesaway) to check the swiftlets here. There were several swiftlets nesting under the roofs, but it
was difficult to takegood pictures. We could photograph several flying birds and they indeed looked
bestbeingBornean SwiftletsAt 14:00 hours we started to drive ieelupid After two stopswe arrived

at the Crystal HotglB8 MYR for one night) ifelupidat 17:00 hoursnot before we sava pair ofDusky
Munias the only birds of the tripWe contactedrahya Walli for the next day and we agreed to meet
at 5:45 next morning. We had dinner ifelupidand at21:30 we went to sleep.

2 Mar At 5:45hourswe were picked up by Yahya Walli and after a short coffee stop we drokangpung
Bestariawhere we changed cars and droteea palm oilplantation from where we started to walk
into the forest. After a sweaty climb of ¢ 2 Km we reactiedhide for theBornean PeacoeRheasant
(costs 1000 MYR eachi around 8:00 hoursOn our way we already heard a male callifigst birds
seen from the hide wher&Vhite-crowned ShamaBornean Blackapped Babbleand a group ofive
Bornean Crested Firebacks. ABBa femaleBornean PeacoeRheasan@appeared, shortly followed
by the male.The male was constantly raising his feathers like a giant pine tree ajip&43 both
birds disappearedat 9:00 aleaflitter Babbleappeared, but the rest of the morning was quiet, with
the occasional squirrel dEmerald Dove visiting the plac®ther birds observed wherBlackand
yellow Broadbill Ferruginous Babbler, Graheeked BulbulChestnutwinged and Rufousrowned
Babbler, Chestnubbreasted MalkohaRhinoceros HornbjlPurplenaped Spiderhunterluffy-backed
Tit-Babblerand Blackeared Barbet. The Bornean Peacd&tkeasant did not return anymor#he five
Bornean Crested Firebacks made an appearance ayai®:00. At 16:00 we decided to leave the
place. Wewere brought back to the village anfdom there Yahya brought us fTelupid At 17:00 we
started to drive toSandakanWe booked a room irthe excellentTanini Sepilokor one night(MYR
303) We arrived there at 19:15 hourand heard a Largeailed Nightjarat the parking lot We
immediately went for thner in the also excellemearbyMango Gardemestaurantand at 22:00 hours
we went to sleep.

3 Mar  Being close to the entrance, we drove in two minutes from our hotel td3bpilok Forest Reservé
was 6:00 hours andht office where you can buy tickets opened at 8:00 hours, but a guard took a
picture of both of us and we promised to buy a ticket when we left the park. We walked @etiopy
Walkwayto Trogon Towey later to theHornbill Tower First birds were Indian CuckoSpectacled
Bulbul, Blacleared Barbet, Violet Cuckoo, Blumwned Hangin®arrot Brush Cuckoo, Black Hornbill,
Rufousbellied Eagleand Slaty WoodpeckerWe continued on thePitta Path where we observed
Rufousbacked Dwarf Kingfishewhite-bellied Woodpecker antieard a callindlackcrowned Pitta
a new bird for Sander. Sander went off trailget a view of the bird and after an hour stealthing the
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bird he got good viewsWe also tapelured a very angntabah Partridg¢hat even attacked the
speaker We hada goodlunch at theKerung Caé and asked theersonnelif they could makdunch

the next day in the early morningVe continued birding along theitta Pathwhere we had very good
views of a Rufousollared Kingfisher, a new bird for mehe last two hours of daylight we sat in the
Trogon Tower Best birds were Lontpiled ParakeetVelvetfronted Nuthatch, Blughroated Bee
eater and Violet Cuckoo. At 19:00 hours we left and chedd-in in the adjacentSepilok B&B our
home for the next twanights(360 MYR We had a good dinner and at 21:30 hours we went to sleep.

4 Mar At 6:00 hourswe climbed theHornbill Towerin the Sepilok Forest Reseryén hope to see the
Bristiehead We only savwBlackand-yellow Broadbill, Green lora, Indian Cuckoo, Violet Cudkigoy
Minivet,2 | f £ | O SEagleGrelrdniped TreeswiftGreen ErporniandVan Hasselt's Sunbird/e
picked our prepared lunch at th€eruing Cafénd via the Pitta Path we went to th&biliTrail. Sander
decided to walk till the end of it, while | wanted to circle thagta Pathas much as possibl&ander
walked all the way till the end and returned only at nightfall, very exhausted. His best bird&nare
chested Jungle Flycatchéprnean Bristlehead, Bornean Black Magieddy KingfisheiChecker
throated Woodpecker, Rufouscollared Kingfisher, Olivieacked Woodpecker,Brownbacked
Needletail and a close observation of &rangutan | had a close encounter with severlack
crowned Pittas the same aggressivBabah Partridgand also the same Rufoesllared Kingfisher,
but no Giant PittaWe had a good dinner at theepilok B&Band at 22:00 hours we went to bed.

5Mar At 6:00 hourswe walkedto the Trogon Tower via theitta Pathin the Sepilok Forest Reservélong
this trail we hada BorneanBlackMagpiegivinggood viewsOther intetesting birds here wer&abé
Partridge Violet CuckooBornean Blackapped Babbleand White-bellied WoodpeckerFrom the
Trogon Towerwe saw Spectacled SpiderhunteRaffles's MalkohaBlackbellied Malkoha,Blue
throated Beeeater, Blackeared Barbet,Yellowrumped Flowerpecker. f | O] |l 2Ny oAff X 2
HawkEagle Crimson Sunbirdnd the absolute highlight, @air ofBornean Bristleheadat close range!
At 1040we left the reserve and drove tBandakanFirst we got some moneyrom an ATMmachine
and next we drove the short distance$andakan AirportThere we boughtback the car anbbecause
some slight damageve had to pay 300 MY&ktra. At 12:10 hoursve werepicked up by the driver of
the Sukau Village Viestay hotel, where we arrived at 14:00 hour®ur room for three nights 352
MYR) had no less than five be®gk unpacked our things and went to tiseikau Jettywhere Romzi
Awangwould pick us up with his boatt 15:25 hours. We sailed tHenabatangan Rivein eastern
direction. Birds wereplentiful: Oriental Pied Hornbill, Purple Heron, Green Imperial Pigeon, Black
Hornbill, Lesser Adjutant, Crested Serpent Eagle, Wrinkled Hornbill, Purple Heron, Oriental Dollarbird,
Redthroated Barbet, Bluerowned Hanging Parrot, Banded Broadbihite-crowned Shama
Rufousbacked Dwarf KingfisheBabah PartridgeRufoustailed Tailorbird, Whitebreasted Waterhen,
Blackandyellow Broadbill, Edibleest Swiftlet, Pinrlnecked Green Pigeon, Little Green Pigeon,
Storm's Stork, Wallace's Havi#agle, Black Hornbill, Squaegled DrongeCuckoo, Greater Coucal,
White-bellied Woodpecker, Oriental Darter, Rhinoceros Hornbill, Whitavned Hornbill, Peregrine
Falcon and Storkilled KingfisherWe also had our first Proboscis Monke#$.18:25 Romzi dropped
us off at theSinpang Tiga Restauranwvhere we had a quick dinneAt 20:00 we started the night
trip along the river, now the pamvest of SukauWe had a long duel with a calling Large Frogmouth,
but it did not came into viewWe heard a Oriental Bay Owl on the other shore of the river. Romzi
embarkedto take a look and came back immediately, as he had fourkbit Sander it was a new bird.
We sailed back and tried the Large Frogmouth againain, but a Buffy Fish Owl made everythikg
Also here were at least two Saltwater Crocodiks22:30 we were brought badk the hoteland at
23:00 hours we went to sleep.

6 Mar  First full day on the rivelWe woke upat 5:00 hours, wlkedto the SukauPublicJetty where Romzi
picked us upWe sailed to thevienanggol tributarywhere we birded till 11:00 hour&est birds were

© Jan van der Laa% Sander Lagerveld 2025 9



Birds observed in Sabah, Borneo, Malaysia fe@frebruary to 13 Marck025 =

three species of egrets, Strareaded BulbulBornean Swamp BabbleBlackcrowned NightHeron

and a callindornean Ground Cucko@he propellor of the boat was suddenly out of order, so Romzi
had to make a phone call or two and not for long help campaired the motor and off we went to
position ourselves for the Ground Cuck®de could not get it into view. Other birds here were Little
Green PigeonWrinkled Hornbill, Rhinoceros HornbilBlack Hornbill,Bushycrested Hornbill,
Malaysian Blue Flycatchand Lesser Adjutant. An enormous Saltwater Crocodile passed the boat, so
from that moment on we never putw hands in the water agaiWe returned to the_epit &tty close

to the Menarggol tributary, where the car of Romzi was and from there he brought us to our hotel.
We had a good lunch at our hotel and at 15:00 hours we were lvaitie boat again. This time we
would search theeastern part of the Kinabatangan Rivelt was raining constant/yout we managed

G2 FAYR {G2N¥Qa {d2N)] 3z \BGNBEesEDrombill Bldeandysidvws T2 NJ {
Broadbill,Oriental Dollarbird, Lesser Fish Eagle (new for both of Gssted Serpent EaglBanded

Bay CuckooQriental Darter,Violet CuckooBlack Hornbill, Storkilled Kingfisher, Peregrine Falcon
and Purple HeronAround 18:00 wdinishedbirding andwere dropped off again at thRestaurant
SimpangTiga, where we had a good dinner agaille did another evening i at the western partof

the riverbetween 20:4%and 22:45oursandagain we had a lost duel with the same Large Frogmouth.
Als we lost against Barred Ea@del and Brown Wood Owl,oth heardonly. The thermal camera,
however, was functioning much better than the night before, resultingigitingsof Yellow Bittern,
Blackandred BroadbillBlue-eared Kingfisher and finally the same Buffy Fish @wlund 23:00 hours

we were at the hotel again and went to sleep immediately.

7 Mar  Just before 6:00 hours we were back on ieabatangan Riveagain. We sailed to th®enanggol
tributary. On arrival at the start, wkearned there was a group of Bornean Elephants walking at the
shore We continued floating into the Menanggol tributary. Best birds here Wéamdering Whistling
Duck, Asian Reeyed Bulbul, Sunda Crow, Stdilled Kingfisher, Greater Rackietled Drongo, Red
throated Barbet, Malaysian Blue Flycatcher, Changeable Heagle, Pufbacked BulbulBornean
Swamp Babbler Common Flameback, Rhinoceros Hornbill, Béslkd Barbet, Blacknd-red
Broadbill, Blaclandyellow Broadbill, Blackaped Monarch, Oriental Pied Hornbill, Reaped
Trogon, Scarletumped Trogon, Diard's Trogon, Yellbellied BulbulBornean Blackapped Babbler
Oriental Darter and Great Egrat/e stopped for a long time at the place where we heBanean
Ground Cuckoand indeed the bird responded again. It took a long timeget it into view, but in the
end we decided only Sander could go ashorentnimisenoise anddisturbance. Sander hagliccess
and saw the bird and could observe thdtet bird slammedits tail downwards when making the
locomotive sound!Other birds we saw along the river weBanded Bay Cuckoo, Crested Serpent
Eagle, Storm's Stork, Scarleicked Flowerpecker, Ashy Tailorbird, Brahminy Kite, Little Egret,
Medium Egret, Rethroated Barbet and Lesser Adjutait/hen we left theMenanggol tributarywe
saw the elephant group sleeping in the bushes along the shore, almost inW&iblead a lunch break
till 15:00 and the rest of thefeernoon we would spend at th&omantong CaveBetween the visitor
center and the actual caves we find an Orangu&ad for me a new bird, &reychested Jungle
FlycatcherThe caves wera real spectacle, like an enormous cathedral. In the ceiling were thousands
of swiftlets and bats, on the ground millions of cockroaches. An@dthmoniasmell was breathtaking
The nests of the Edibleest Swiftlet were harvestedhortly before our visit, but we found one
inhabitedwhite nest. Also we managed to find two inhabited nests of Massst Swiftlet. Black nests
were all empty We waited till darkess Sander and Romzi wettt the high view point and saaBat
Hawk two Rufousbellied Eaglesnd a Peregrinehasing the thousands of bats and swiftletsd
catchingwith hardly any effortAt 18:30 we drove back tour hotel, where we arrived at 19:00 hoyrs
but we cancelled the evening trigWe arranged transportation for the next day the Gomantong
Caves and eventually teahad DatuWe had a nice dinnespoke to the owner Datu Bam for a while
andsad goodbye to RomziAt 21:30 we went to sleep.
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8 Mar  In the morningat 6:25 hoursDatu Bam brought us to the entrance of the road to tBemantong
Caves We birded along the road till 11:00 hourBest birds weréornean Black Magpi@Vestern
Hooded PittaBlackcrowned Pitta Redbilled Malkoha Violet Cuckoo, Banded Bay CuckBornean
Blackcapped BabblerSquaretailed DrongeCuckoo and Whiterowned Forktail. Wéeard a sound
we were very familiar with in the Kinabatangan River, but it took a minute or so to recognizeiit: a pa
of Bornean Ground Cuckolo#/e quickly went off trail andne of the birds ran past us at close range.
We scanned the forest where it had disappeared anddenly we saw the two birds together, playing
hide-and-seek with usAlso we heard sound that reminded us of a Giant Pitta, but it was too soft and
not mournful enough. Later ik soundturned out to be the call o& Ventriloqual Oriole. Another
highlight there was &ed Giant Flying Squirrel flying from tree to tree as a magic carpet, followed by
a pair of Yellowthroated Martens. At 11:00vere we picked up bgne of the sons of Datu Bam and
he brought us td_ahad Datu We arrived at around 13:38t the office of the Danum Valley Field
Center and hal plenty of time to havelunch.We departed at 15:00 hours andter a two hour drive
we arrived at theReceptionof the Danum ValleyField Center our hane for the coming five days
(11,260 MYR for us twowhich includes all meals, transport and mandatory glide were
introduced to Mohd, our guide for the coming five days. Next we put our things in the roorm dimel
eveningg S A0 NISR &SI NOKAYy3I F2NJ D2dzf RQa alongtReEast & (1 KQa
Trail. We found sleepingSab#é Partridge | 2 NAFASEt RQa . 60f SNE F FSYI ¢
Spiderhunter and amallsongbird which we could not identifAt 22:30 wefinishedbirding and at
23:00 hours we went to sleep.

9 Mar  We woke at 6:00 andfter a quick breakfast we started birding, We birded all morning aetistern
trails behind theField Center In the morning we observedhite-crowned Forktail, Malaysian Pied
Fantail, Blacleared Barbet, Green Imperial Pigeon, Chestnitged Babbler, Yellonumped
Flowerpecker, Lesser Green & Greater Green LeafbiBdeat Slaty Woodpecker, Blaakdred
Broadbill, Blackand-yellow Broadbill White-crowned ShamaWhiskered Treeswift, Orandmcked
Woodpecker,Orangebellied FlowerpeckerSootycapped Babblera nice pair ofStriped Wren
Babbles, Bornean Blackapped Babbler, Little Spiderhunter, Rufdtented Babbler, Scarleumped
& Diard's Trogon, Flufigacked TiHBabbler, Javan Myna, Batnged Flycatcheshrike and Black
Eagle. Along th&ast Trailve heard and recorded a sound that very much looked like Giant, Bitita
at home it turred out te be not Giant Pitta at all, most probably again a caMegtiloquial Oriole At
12:30 we had lunch and a short sleep and at 15:00 hours we started birding Wgibirded again
the eastern part, including th&ast Trail hoping for Giant Pitta agaimest birds were Spectacled
Bulbul, Rufoudacked Dwarf Kingfisher, Yelleared Spiderhunter, Plain Sunbird, Western Hooded
Pitta, Blackcrowned Pitta Rufoustailed Shama, Marocbreasted Philentoma, Goldemhiskered
Barbet, Great Slaty Woodpecker, two famgyoups ofBlackthroated WrenBabbles in a heavy
territorial dispute Striped WrerBabbler, Rhinoceros Hornbilhabah Partridgand Scalcrowned
Babbler At 18:30 we had dinner and after dinner we visited thast Trailagain were wefound
sleepingRufousbacked Dwarf Kingfishe¥,ellowbellied BulbulBlackcrowned Pitta,Arctic Warbler
and Scarletumped Trogon We heard a Brown Wood Owl, but no frogmouths. At 22:00 hours we
stopped birding and went to sleep.

10 Mar  The wholemorningbetween6:30 and 13:00 hoursre birded the trailsvest of the Field Centerthe
so-calledTrack to Rhino Pooh trail that starts west of the bridge argbessouth, until it crosses the
river and winds back nortto the Field Center. The other trail is tRhino Ridge trailWe startedoy
flushing a pair of Brown Wood Owl®llowed bya large collection of babbledike Sootycapped
Babbler, Ferruginous Babbler, Horsfield's Babbler, Reffauted Babbler, Chestnuwvinged Babbler,
Leaflitter Babbleand Chestnutumped Babbler. Suddenly we heard a wally much like Giant Pitta
and we waited in vain for almost two hours, but nothing turned Afe had to do with Yellowellied
Bulbul, Blaclandyellow Broadbill, Greater CoucaBlueheaded Pitta(heard only), Sunda Blue
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Flycatcher, Crested Jayshrike (seen quite wBlBckthroated WrenBabbler Great Argugheard
only), Raffles's Malkoha, Ventriloquial Oriole, Blacidyellow Broadbill, Violet Cuckoo, Rufetasled
Shama (finally seen) and Spectacled Bulbul. We tddithd Bluebanded Pitta, which is sometimes
seen at the steeper parts of the trail, but nothing answered the call. Thetigladed Pitta stayed also

hidden.At 13:00 hours we returned for dinner and in the afternoon Sander and Mohd tried to walk
south alongthe Tembaling Waterfall Trail while | would stay looking for Spectacled Flowerpecker at

the Field CenterSander managed to find a calliBgrnean Ground Cuckpbsearched in vain for the
flowerpecker. We had dinner at 19:00 hours, but it rained too much to do any night birding.

11 Mar In the morningat 6:00we startedbirdingthe East Traigain Our main goal, besides Giant Pitta, was

to have views oBlueheaded Pitta With the help ofsoft tape-luring and the thermal camera we
managed to get a beautiful male into view. He even crossed theatrailose rangebut at that very

moment my camera refused to take pictures, probably due to the heat and moisture. Other interesting

birds here werevan Hasselt's Sunbird, Rufous PicuBettnean Blackapped BabbleBlackcrowned
Pitta, Yellowrumped FlowerpeckeMWestern Hooded Pitta (we heard three specidsPitta at the

same time) Maroon Woodpecker, Dankecked Tailorbird, Great Slaty Woodpecker, Ventriloquial

Oriole, Darksided Flycatcher, Chestruimped Babbler\White-crowned ShamaCommon Hill Myna,

Sootycapped Babbleand Bornean SpiderhunterAt 10:00 we crossed the river and started birding

the WO to N5 trail a trail that is part othe Grid west of theSegama Rer and ends into theCoffin
Trail. Interesting birds here were Sunda Brush Cuckoo, Greater Remilezt Drongo,more Black
crownad Pittas Chestnutbreasted Malkoha, Violet CuckpBuffnecked Woodpeckeand the best
bird here, a pair of Helmeted Hornbill¢/e returned at theField Centerat 12:30, had lunch and we
resumedbirding at 15:00. This afternoon we sgeime along the trail that runs soutkast of the
river, which on Maps is callettackto Rhino Pool Birding was slow, but we maged to geBornean
Ground Cuckog¢heard),Bornean Blue Flycatchestriped WrerBabblerand myonly real newspecies
for me in Danum thisrip, a Malaysian HawlcuckooWe returned at the Field Center at 18:00, read

quick dinner and went birding along tiigast Traibgain, where we found the same Arctic Warbler and

a sleeping Crested SerpeBfagleplus an interesting tree frog and a gecladl black and whié We
went to bed at around 22:30 hours.

12 Mar Our last full day ibanum ValleyWe spent the whole morninffom 6:00 hoursbirding west of the
river along theWest Trai Track to the Rhino Po@nd theRhino Ridge TraiBest birds were Scaly
crowned BabblePurplenaped Spiderhuntet,eaflitter BabblerDiard's TrogorGreater Racketailed
Drongo,Maroon Woodpeckeand Rufous PiculetJust wherghe Track to the Rhino Poa@omesback

on the West Trail we heard a calliBgprnean WrerBabbler a new bird for Sander. Sander went off
trail and saw the birds very well and good make a good sound recording. We crossed the bridge and

walked south along thérail south of theobservation towerfor another attempt for the Giant Pitta
but this only produced a Moustached HawkickooBlueheaded Pittgheard only)Blackand-yellow

Broadbill, Great Slaty Woodpecker and Striped WBabbler We returned at the Field Center at 13:00

hours, had lunch and a shower and returned in the field after the mithéday had gone at 15:00 hours.

Again we birded the area west of the river. We heard an elephant feeding, just west of the bridge, so

we continued south along th&rack to the Rhino Poddnd the Rhino Ridge Traillnteresting birds
were Bornean Black Magpi&hinoceros Hornbillmore Blackcrowned Pittas and Gregheeked

Bulbul.On returning, just before th&Vest Trai] we heard the elephant again, so we were a little bit

worried we had to make a 7 Km diversjdout after 10 minutes the elephant seemed to be gone, so

we crossed the bridge again, checked the swifts, looked forGhestnutcapped Forktail (nothing)

and returned to our room jusat 18:20 hoursAfter dinner we had a night drive which produced

numerousRed Giant Flying Squirrel, Malayan Civets -&ebwhite Giant Flying Squirreind Smal
toothed Palm Civet. A sleeping Yellbellied Prinia and a flying frogmouttere the only birds worth
to mention. At 22:00 hours we went to sleep.
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13 Mar The finalbreakfast in the restaurantwhere a OrandJtang was seen from the verandat 9:45we
were broughtback toLahad Datuafter an eventless driveWe arrived at the airportchecked in our
luggage and went to aearbyrestaurant to have lunchiVe boaded at 14:45or the MH3017light of
14:55 hours toKota Kinabalu The plane departedtal5:00and we arrivedat around 16:00 hourde
picked up theluggage, changed money back to euros &ad a quick dinnebefore embarking our
MH2631flight to Kuala Lumpurof 19:05. The departure was delayéor almost an hour, but we
arrived in time a21:46 hours,thoughwe had no time for drinks or second dinrees we had to take a
bus to the right terminal. Our KL810 flightAmnsterdamdeparted ontime at0:15 hours.

14 Mar  After a long nearly12-hours flight we arrivedt Schiphol, Amsterdanat 6:00 hours. We had to wait
half an hour for our luggage to arrive and finally we took the trai@astricumand Alkmaar. | arrived
in Alkmaar at 7:45 and was home at 8:00.

Species Accoust

Order and nomenclature followsww.worldbirdnames.orgversion15.1. There are nowc 70 species endemic to
Borneo, including Dusky Munia, although it also breeds on the tiny island of Mapun, Philifgridesnic bird species
are iNCAPITALS he ader in the photgraphsis chronological.

Recommended Literatur& SoundRecordings

As field guide we used the Birds Bbrneo (2 edition, 2016 by Susan Meyerand the Phillipps' Field Guide to the
Birds of Borned3™ edition, 2014) by Quentin and Karen Phillipplsoth were \ery useful.Severalrip reports can be
found atwww.cloudbirders.com

To get the best sound recording® usedthe weltknown sites oXencCantoand theMacaulay Library
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Bornean Bulbul; 23 February 2025, Gunung Alab Substation; © Jan van der Laan.

Plumetoed Swiftlets; Gunung Alab Motel; note the bluish shine on the upperparts; 23 February 2025; © Jan van der Laan.
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Left: Rafflesia flower; right: Bornean Whistler; Rafflesia Visitor Center, Tamp2@&ebruary 2025; © Jan van der Laan.
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Left: view from the Kim Kuan Lee Bird Hide; right: Samggting patiently though not his cup of tea. Mark Suttand Malcolm Roxbyn
the backgroundTrus Madi, 24 February 202® Jan van der Laan.

Left: group of Crested Partridgegght: Cheshut-hooded Laughingthrusiirus Madi, 24 February 2025; © Jan van der Laan.
~

Left: Whitecrowned Shama; right: Penan Bulbul, both endemic for Borfieas Madi, 24 February 2025; © Jan van der Laan.
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. dzf 6 SNDRAEA t K(Ee raale yiid noffudnyup)d4 Sebruary 2025, Trus Madi; © Jan van der Laan.

Left: closedzld 2 F GKS FSYI S . dzf eclebd Flycatdh& 24 Fefuny 2083 HUS Wadi; @vHaF\Arda@r Laan.
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Looking(in vain) r the Crocker Jungle Flycatcher at the Mahua Waterfall, 25 February 2025, Crocker@&aageran der Laan.
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Left: maleMugimaki Flycatchel5 February 2025, Kiau Gap View, Kinabalu NP; Mghuntain WrenBabbler(Bornean endemig 25
February 2025 Mempening Trail, Kinabalu NP; © Jan van der Laan.

Left: Indigo Flycatcheright: Greychinned Minivet, 26 February 2025, Power Station Road, Kinabalu NP; © Jan van der Laan.
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Bornean Green Magpi@ndemic) 26 February 2025, Kiau Gap View, Kinabalu NP; © Jan van der Laan.

Left: Bornean Leafbir(endemic) 26 February 2025Kiau View TraiKinabalu NP© Jan van der Laaright: Bornean Whistling Thrush
(endemic) 26 February 2025Power Station roadKinabalu NP; © Sander Lagerveld.

v

Left: Mountain Blackeye; right: Pafi@ced Bulbu(both endemis), 27 February 2025Timpohon Gate, Kinabalu NP; © Jan van der Laan.
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alf$S 2 KAGSKSI RQ®7FeiRR 2095, Rowey Rafiori Redd, Kinabalu NP; © Jan van der Laan.

Left:back ofthe male? KA (1 SK S Riyht:a coNBBeRZ FY I £ S 2 KA i §KFebR®E2026, PBWBrSHAtion Road, Kinabalu
NP, © Jan van der Laan.
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Sander on the lookodE 2 NJ 1 KS 2 KA (i SK,28 Aeifuary 20R34irISN Malmtaind oiye; © Jan van der Laan.

Pd trady 2KAGSKSERQA {LARSNKdzyGSNJ 6SyRSYAOUS Wy CSoNHzk NB HAH

Left: Ornate Sunbird; right: Bornean Treepie (endemic), 28 February 2025, Kinabalu Mountain Lodge; © Jan van der Laan.
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Left: Mountain Blackeye; righEriendly Bush Warbler, both endemic; 1 March, Swine Hill, Mesilau, Kinabalu NP; © Jan van der Laan.

Habitat on Swine Hill where Jan saw Friendly Bush Warbler. The bird was seen on the right side of the trail and croségdtertes
at this very spot; 1 March 2025, Bukit Babi or Swine Hill, Mesilau; © Jan van der Laan.

Let: the exact spot where Daniel Field sBviendly Bush Warblem 26 Augus2024, now chopped away for colly fiejdght: Sander and
our guidedescending back to the cal;March 2025Bukit Babi or Swine HiMesilay © Jan van der Laan.
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PresumedBornean SwiftletsNote the brownish upperparts with a slight glossy green, compare also with the fbeh&wiftletsof 23
Februaryon page %; 1 March 2025, H Benjamin Residence, Mesilau; © Jan van der Laan.

2 R " 11 b BRI 4 =
PresumedBornean Swiftlet. Note the lack of contrastween crown and cheekanlike Plumetoed Swiftlet the upperparts laclklsothe
purple-blue sheen of Plumtoed Swiftlet;1 March 2025, H Benjamin Residence, Mesilau; © Jan van der Laan.

Swiftlets in the colony of the H Benjamin Residence. It is hard to see what the real colours are. Batbelnitddackcontrast between
the crownand cheeksbut beware that | have made the pictures slightly dardeMarch 2025, H Benjamin Residence, Mesilau; © Jan van
der Laan.
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